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Mission Statement

The mission of the Township of Union Public Schools is to build on the foundations of honesty,
excellence, integrity, strong family, and community partnerships. We promote a supportive iearning
environment where every student is challenged, inspired, empowered, and respected as diverse
learners. Through cultivation of students' intellectual curiosity, skills and knowledge, our students can
achieve academically and socially, and contribute as responsible and productive citizens of our global
community.

Philosophy Statement

The Township of Union Public School District, as a societal agency, reflects democratic ideals and
concepts through its educational practices. It is the belief of the Board of Education that a primary
function of the Township of Union Public School System is to formulate a learning climate conducive to
the needs of all students in general, providing therein for individual differences. The school operates as
a partner with the home and community.
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Course Description

This course of study investigates human history from its earliest stages to the Age of
Revolutions, including Political, Industrial and Scientific Revolutions. The geography,
history, and culture of areas of the world, beginning with the early river civilizations, are
studied. The achievements and contributions of the classical cultures of Greece, Rome,
China, India, and Africa will be analyzed as will the development of the societies of Europe,
Africa, and the Middle East. The diversity of cultures and the contributions of various
cultures and ethnicity will be analyzed in context and in relationship to current events.



$32IN0S3Y TTH«

L[uyA8-ss/sadedod /w0 may og
, IO SOTAD[9" MMM
S}V 98EBNSUE] [SI[UH [00YJS YSIH % OIPPIIA J10] S|[EII91C\ JUSUSSo55Yy

¥ WNIDLLIN) S3)JINM05S0Y AJEIo]'] UONPDYUON ¥ U0 994 [ IrJuomio))
JJUEBIJ[0], sujoea ], | ATOISTH PIe sunpea ],

PEILS50q

dnoiy uoneonpy AIOISIH plojuels [ TeII01STH v 93] suipeay

ATOTSTH [e331q

$0104d 001 HNIL

O3S /o mnmlanpejstelrmmm / /7dny

Woo BUIUIea[oSeqourouijuo;;.diiy « eseqeje(

}ISOHOOS43 « 8seqele(
(eosuvfs)) priop al jo AIO)siH v jsed I1nO BuLiaAodsiqg

$901N0S0y popualilioody



New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies
Social Studies

The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to transcend the limits of time and place and
experience historic events virtually. By expanding their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other students
from around the world, New Jersey social studies students develop an increased depth of understanding of our global society. At the
same time, their understanding of the fundamental principles and values of American democracy and citizenship provides the
conceptual framework that allows them to make informed decisions about local, national, and international issues and challenges.

Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active, informed
citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.

Vision: An education in social studies fosters a population that:

* Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible.

+ Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities.

» Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis.

* Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding.

» Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy.

» Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources.

» Utilizes emerging technologies to communicate and collaborate on career and personal matters with citizens of other world
regions.
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The Role of Essential Questions

Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of the big ideas
that enable students to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions created for this project, which
follow, were used to frame content goals and to inform the development of the cumulative progress indicators.

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights

e THow do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common
good?

¢ How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual
responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

B. Geography, People, and the Environment

e How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the
development of cultures, societies, and nations?

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology

e How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources?
‘What are the possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?

e How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and
economies and governments function?
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Unit 1:

Unit 2;

Unit 3:

Unit 4:

Unit 5:

Unit 6:

Unit 7:

Unit 8:

Unit 9:

Curriculum Units

The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and Neolithic Ages
Early Civilizations: Ancient Mesopotamia/Fertile Crescent

Early Civilizations: Ancient Egypt

Early Civilizations: Ancient India and China

Ancient Greece

Ancient Rome

African Kingdoms

Middle Ages and Feudalism

Renaissance, Reformation, Exploration
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Unit 1: The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and Neolithic Ages

In Unit 1, students are introduced to the concepts of prehistory and agriculture in order to
track the origins of human progress, the Agricultural Revolution, and the beginning of early
settlements. Students analyze the foundations of human behavior, the essential role of
polytheistic and monotheistic religion, and human-environmental interaction.

. What are the major differences
between the Paleolithic and Neolithic
Ages?

How did the Agricuitural Revolution
impact people living in the world 10,000
years ago?

How does geography impact human
migration?

How did geography impact early
settlements and create civilizations?
What is culture and describe the five
primary characteristics of a civilization.
How did specialization contribute to the
growth of technology?

How do historians learn about past

6.2.8.B.1.a

6.2.8.C.1.b

6.2.8.D0.1b

6.2.8.D.1.c

‘Prehistory’ Discussion
and Notes - Using Art
History to Understand
Primary and Secondary
Sources

Create a Civilization
Group Project

Secondary Source
readings about Neolithic
Age and Agricultural
Revolution (finding bias)

. Analysis of Timelines and

understanding BCE/BC

1.

2,

3.

Random Vocabulary Quizzes
Unit 1 Test (Open-Ended format)

“Wadjet Eye” Summer Reading
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Unit 2: Early Civilizations: Ancient Mesopotamial/Fertile Crescent

In Unit 2, Students are introduced with the history of the Fertile Crescent and the
early settlements of Mesopotamia. Students analyze early examples of empire
building, systems of slavery, monotheistic and polytheistic religions, and the
complex human-environmental relationships of the middle-east region.

1. Why do you think Mesopotamia was a 6.2.8.A2.a 1. Physical and Political 1. Random Vocabulary Quizzes
good location for the growth of Map Analysis and Map .
e 6.2.8.B.2.a SKill 2. Unit 2 Test (open-ended format)
civilization? s
2. How did the development of a written 6.2.8.82.b 3. Debate and Argument (Rubric)
language (cuneiform) transform how 2. Pros and Cons of
people lived? 628C2a Empires Debate and
3. What ideas and inventions did Sumerians Open-Ended
pass on to other civilizations? 6.28.D.2a
4. What are the positive and negative effects 3. Hammurabi Court Cases
of Hammurabi’s rule during the Babylonian | 6.2.8.0.2.b
Empire. 4. Analysis of Hammurabi
5. How is Hammurabi’'s Code of Law similar 6.2.8.D.2.c y .
. ) Code and Comparisecn to
and different from United States’ Code of )
Law? 6.2.8.D.2.d United States Code of

Laws
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Key Vocabulary Terms

silt

irrigation
city-state
cuneiform
ziggurat

Fertile crescent
artisan

social hierarchy
empire

caravan

tribute
province

River valley
Sumer

Hammurabi
Sargon |

Code of Law
Assyrian Empire
Military
Ur/Uruk
Babylon
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8.

10.

structures.

Determine the extent to which
geography influenced settlement, the
development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the
sustainability of early river valley
civilizations.

Analyze the impact of religion on daily
life, government, and culture in various
early river valley civilizations.

Explain how the development of written
language transformed all aspects of life
in early river valley civilizations.
Evaluate the importance and enduring
legacy of the major achievements of
the early river valley civilizations over
time.

6.

History Webquest

Bureaucracy in Ancient
Egypt Chunking/Main
ldea activity

Geography of Egypt
Discussion and
notetaking
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hierarchies (India Caste System) in
classical civilizations as they relate to
power, wealth, and equality.

Compare and conirast the various
world religions and philosophies that
developed in or around this time period
(Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism)
Describe how Early China’s religious
beliefs affected daily life. Explain how
that changed over time.

Explain how/why different early river
valley civilizations developed similar
forms of government and legal
structures.

Determine the extent to which
geography influenced settlement, the
development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the
sustainability of early river valley
civilizations.

Analyze the impact of religion on daily
life, government, and culture in various
early river valley civilizations.

Explain how the development of written
language transformed all aspects of life
in early river valley civilizations.
Evaluate the importance and enduring
legacy of the major achievements of
the early river valley civilizations over
time.

6.2.8.8.2.b
6.2.8.C.2.a
6.2.8.D2a
6.28.D.2.b
6.2.8.D.2.¢c

6.2.8.D.2d

Buddhism/Hinduism
Close Reading primary
source analysis and
comparison chart

Eastern Religions Class
Debate

Confucianism Close
Reading and Class
Discussion/Debate
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Determine the extent to which
geography influenced settiement, the
development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the
sustainability of early river valley
civilizations.

Analyze the impact of religion on daily
life, government, and culture in various
early river valley civilizations.
Compare and contrast military
practices in ancient Greece and the
United States and how they are
essential for the nation.

What are the concepts of Athenian
democracy and how did they influence
United States democracy?

Compare and contrast the rights and
responsibilities of free men, women,
slaves, and foreigners in Greece.
Discuss how philosophers affected
daily life in ancient Greece and how
people today think about the meaning
of life.

How is the Delian League an early
example of union among nations and
how does this relate to the United
Nations today?

6.2.8.A3.a

6.2.8.A3.b

6.2.8.A3.c

6.2.8.A3.e

6.2.8.B.3.b

6.2.8.D.3.a

6.2.8.D.3.c

6.2.8.D0.3d

Greece City-State 3D
Model, Computerized
Brochure Project

Sparta DBQ open-ended
question

Antigone open-ended
guestion and cross-
curricular

Play reading (Antigone and
the liiad)

Slave Revolt close-reading
analysis

Greece and US Citizenship
comparison and class
debate

Benchmark Exam

Random Unit 5 Vocabulary Quiz

Unit 5 Test (open-ended format)

Open-ended question cross-
curricutar
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Key Vocabulary Terms

Polis
City-State
Colony
Agora
Phalanx
Community
Citizenship
Politics
Tyranny
Antigone

Oligarchy
Democracy
Helots
Slavery
Sparta
Athens
Ephors
Assembly
Cleisthenes
Olympics

Persia

Persian War

Xerxes

Pericles

Direct Democracy
Representative Democracy
Philosophers

Delian League

United Nations
Peloponnesian War
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Rome and the United
States and how they
are essential for the
nation.

4 What are the
concepts of Roman
government? How did
they influence the
development of The
Constitution of The
United States?
5,Compare and
contrast the rights and
responsibilities of free
men, women, slaves,
and foreigners in
Rome.

6.Explain how the
development of written
language transformed
all aspects of life in
early river valley
civilizations.
7.Evaluate the
importance and
enduring legacy of the
major achievements of
the early river valley
civilizations over time.
8. Analyze the factors
that caused Christianity

6.3.8.D3e

Chart analysis: compare
the government of The
United States and The
Roman Republic

Analyzing primary
sources, close-reading
analysis
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Kev Vocabulary Terms

Romulus and Remus
Mythology
Republic

Empire

Punic Wars
Hannibal

Carthage
Phoenicians
latifundia

Legion
patrician
plebeian
consul
veto
praetor
tribune
dictator
civic duty

Christianity
triumvirate

Pax Romana
Gladiator

Reform

Saint Patrick
Octavian Augustus
Julius Caesar
Emperor Constantine
Germanic Tribes
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traditions teach us
about African
communities,
including slave
narratives and
histories?

4.How did
polytheistic and
monotheistic
religions play a role
in Arab and African
communities? How
does this compare to
other nations we
have studied?
5.What lasting
contributions and
scientific discoveries
did Muslim
communities spread
throughout the
world?

6.Compare and
contrast forms of
governance, belief
systems, and family
structures among

6.2.8.B.4.d

6.2.8.B.4.e

Webguest: complete
task sheets students
collaborate using the
jigsaw model

DBQ analysis

Project based learning:
create a CD

Exit cards
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Key Vocabulary Terms

Em@. . Sunni Matrilineal
Arabian peninsula Shia Oral histories
wmmm.wmm Gulf Five Pillars of Islam Salt mines

Oasis Prophets African slave trade
Caravan Ghana Mansa Musa
Makkah Mali Sundieta Keita
Muhammad Songhai Zimbabwe
Muslim Extended families Swahilli city-states
Quran Timbuktu

Unit 8 Middle Ages and Feudalism

Following the unit on Ancient Africa, students are reintroduced to turmoil in Europe after the fall of
Rome. Students will analyze the pros and cons of a centralized government as well as the importance
of strong leadership. In Unit 8, students are introduced to the system of feudalism and the creation of a
new "merchant” or middle class. The causes and effects of The Crusades are analyzed as students
gain a greater understanding of how conflicts hundreds of years ago still impact our world today.



spJed Ix3
anbeld oy jo pesids
8y} o} pejejal yndejes
ajealn oafoid NILS

Je|NoLUN9-$S0.0
uonsenb papus-uadp

(yew.oy
papus-uado) }s8] g Uun

$8zZIND g JIUN Wopuey

JSo50y
ay L punoly Bury, awAy
Aigsinu 8y ezAjeuy

[JUB[s| Jo pealds
sy, sishjeue paqg

1senbgapp

anbe|d auyL
Jo peauds ay} azAjeuy
:Ryngoe sjipis depy

AVHRTH

PYd87T9

Y ETY

Qrd879

EYE8T9

ul ay1) Joedwi yoinyo
9yl pue Ajuensuyo
pIP MOH

isoby

3eqg 8yl se umouy
awoo9aq 0} pouad
alwii siy) esned
wisljepnaj pip MoH'¢

¢ slapiel |njsseaons
awedaq sbuIp

9y} moy pajosye pue
pasUsNjUl S82IN0sal
[elnjeu 1eYya'C

¢enbe|d syl

1o pesids sy} ul 9|0l
e Aeid Aydelboab
[eaisAyd pip moH'|




The Middle Ages?
How does this
compare to other

nations we have
studied?

5.How did The
Crusades lead to the
ultimate creation of
the middle class?

6.Examine the
conflict and
cooperation among
Muslims and
Christians in the
middle ages.

7 .How did the
Byzantine Empire
and the Islamic

world influence each
other?

8.Explain the
enduring legacies of
The Crusades
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Unit 9 Renaissance, Reformation and The Age of Exploration

Following the unit on The Middle Ages, students will evaluate the effects of The Crusades and the
breakdown of feudalism. The value of taking a greater interest in learning will be evaluated. The causes
and effects of The Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Exploration and colonization will be analyzed. The
relevance of these major world events will be compared and contrasted to world events today.
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civilizations, as
well as from
ancient Greek and
Roman culture,
laid the foundation
for the
Renaissance.
How did new
intellectual,
philosophical, and
scientific ideas
affect how
humans viewed
themselves and
how they viewed
their physical and
spiritual worlds?
How did the
printing press and
other technologies
have an impact in
the dissemination
of ideas?
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Essential Question: What are effective strategies for accessing various sources of information and historical evidence, determining
their validity, and using them to solve a problem or find a solution to a public policy question?

Social Studies Skill 5-8
Chronological Thinking Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including
comparative events in world history for the different civilizations.
Explain how major events are related to one another in time.
Spatial Thinking Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about

people, places, regions, and environment.

Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems.
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards
Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed
decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21% century.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21°' Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to
address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.



