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Mission Statement

The mission of the Township of Union Public Schools is to build on the foundations of honesty,
excellence, integrity, strong family, and community partnerships. We promote a supportive learning
environment where every student is challenged, inspired, empowered, and respected as diverse
learners. Through cultivation of students' intellectual curiosity, skills and knowledge, our students can
achieve academically and socially, and contribute as responsible and productive citizens of our global
community.

Philosophy Statement

The Township of Union Public School District, as a societal agency, reflects democratic ideals and
concepts through its educational practices. It is the belief of the Board of Education that a primary
function of the Township of Union Public School System is to formulate a learning climate conducive to
the needs of all students in general, providing therein for individual differences. The school operates as
a partner with the home and community.
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Course Description

Psychology has been designed to provide students with an introductory overview of the field of
psychology. The course is designed to introduce students to the scientific study of human and animal
behavior with an emphasis on empirical data. The curriculum covers the major fields and subfields
of psychology in a manner that is consistent with an introductory college course. The curriculum is
designed to match the National Standards for The Teaching of Psychology published by the College
Board. Students are expected to complete all assignments on time and to present only the finest
examples of their work.
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Curriculum Units

Unit 1: History and research methods
Unit 2: Biopsychology

Unit 3: Sensation and Perception
Unit 4: Learning

Unit 5: Cognition

Unit 6: Motivation and emotion

Unit 7: Personality theory

Unit 8; Development

Unit 9: Abnormal Psychology

Unit 10: Social Psychology
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Unit 8: April
Unit 9: May

Unit 10: June
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What is critical research methods.

thinking?

How does

psychology differ

from false Evaluate and engage in
explanations of | the principles of critical
behavior? thinking.

Key Vocabulary Terms

Unit 1:

Psychology, overt behaviors, empirical evidence, research method, personality theorist,
cognitive psychologist, description, prediction, conirol, psychometrics, introspection,
structuralism, functionalism, natural selection, behaviorism, Gestalt psychology
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What kinds of
behaviors are
controlled by the
subcortex?

Key Vocabulary Terms

Unit 2: Biopsychology

Neuron, dendrites, axon, soma, action potential, absolute threshold, synapse,
neurotransmitter, nerve, myelin, somatic system, motor neuron, mirror neuron, ablation,
electrode, MRI, EEG, CT scan, Cerebrum, cerebellum, split-brain, occipital lobe, lobe
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What are the
somesthetic senses
and how do they
operate?

Why are we more
aware of some
sensations than
others?

What happens
while we sleep?

What is ESP?

Evaluate why we sleep
and dream.
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How does operant
conditioning occur?

Are there types of
reinforcement?

How are we influenced by
patterns of reward?

What does punishment
do to behavior?

Does learning occur by
imitation?

How does biology
influence learning?

learning.

Differentiate classical
and operant
conditioning.

Evaluate the schedules
of reinforcement.

Evaluate how
superstitions are formed.

Evaluate the connection
between the mean world
syndrome and
desensitization.

Complete the Barron's
guestions from the unit.

Daily classroom activities:
experiments, lecture,
videos, discussions
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What types of
memory are there?

How do long term
and short term
memory work?

How is memory
measured?

What causes
forgetting?

What is nature of
thought?
How do we think?

How are concepts
learned?

What is the role of
language in
thinking?

How does animal

Evaluate how memory
works.

Synthesize the process of
memory transfer.

Evaluate the relationship
between short and long
term memory.

Evaluate how cognition
happens.

Compare and contrast
human and animal
problem solving.
Evaluate how

metacognition takes place.

Evaluate the relationship
between IQ testing and
cultural bias.

vocabulary terms from the
unit.

Outline the chapters of
the textbook

Complete the Barron’s
questions from the unit.

Daily classroom activities:
experiments, lecture,
videos, discussions

Quizzes
Tests

Free response
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Unit 6

Motivation and emotion

What is motivation?

Are there different
types of motives?

What causes
hunger, eating, and
eating disorders?

Is there more than
one type of thirst?

In what ways is the
sex drive unusual?

What are social
motives?

Students will be able to:

Evaluate the drives for
motivation.

Synthesize how hunger, thirst,

and sex drive are initiated.

Describe satiation and the
biclogical causes.

Evaluate the major theories of

emotion?

Define and explore the concept

of love.

Students will define the
vocabulary terms from
the unit.

Outline the chapters of
the textbook

Complete the Barron's
guestions from the unit.

Daily classroom
activities: experiments,
lecture, videos,
discussions

QOutlines

Quizzes

Tests

Free response
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Unit7:

Personality

How do psychologists
use the term
personality?

What core concepts
make up personality?

Are some personality
traits more basic or
important than others?

How do different
theorists explain
personality”?

How do psychologists
measure personality?

Students will be able to:

Evaluate the concept of
personality.

Compare and conirast
their self-evaluation of their
personality to the
responses of others.

Evaluate psychosexual
theory.

Evaluate psychosocial
theory.

Students will define the

vocabulary terms from the

unit.

Qutline the chapters of
the textbook

Complete the Barron’s
guestions from the unit.

Daily classroom acfivities:

experiments, lecture,
videos, discussions

Qutlines
Quizzes
Tests

Free response
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How do nature and
nurture affect
development?

What can newborn
babies do?

What is the significance
of a child’s bond with
parents?

How important are
parenting styles?

What are the effects of
a poor environment?

What makes for

Unit 8:

Development

Students will be able to:

Evaluate the contributions
of nature and nurture.

Synthesize how genetics
influence traits.

Evaluate how
development is
sequential.

Analyze how attachment
theory explains
development.

Evaluate parenting styles
and their effectiveness.

Students will define the
vocabulary terms from the
unit.

Qutline the chapters of the
textbook

Complete the Barron’s
guestions from the unit.

Daily classroom activities:
experiments, lecture,
videos, discussions

Outlines
Quizzes
Tests

Free response
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How is normality
defined?

What are the major
psychological
disorders?

What is a personality
disorder?

How can sexual
behavior become
disordered?

What are mood and
anxiety disorders?

What are the warning
signs of suicide?

Evaluate what normal is.

Evaluate how deviance is
defined.

Evaluate the symptoms,
causes, and treatments of
schizophrenia.

Analyze the relationship
between depression and
suicide.

Analyze how sexual behavior

can be symptomatic of disorder.

Evaluate how serial killers
emerge and what their
motivalions are.

Students will define the
vocabulary terms from
the unit.

Outline the chapters of
the textbook

Complete the Barron's

questions from the unit.

Daily classroom
activities: experiments,
lecture, videos,
discussions

Outlines

Quizzes
Tests

Free response
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Unit 9:
Abnormal psychology

Key Vocabulary Terms

Psychopathology, abnormality, mental disorder, psychotic disorder, mood disorder,
depression, anxiety disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, obsessive compulsive
disorder, dissociative identity disorder, paraphilia, pedophilia, sado-masochism, fetish,
gender dysphoria, sociopath, psychopath, serial killer

Unit 10:

Social Psychology

How does group Students will be able to: Outlines
membership affect Students will define the
individual behavior? Evaluate how social roles vocabulary terms from Quizzes

impact behavior. the unit
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Unit 10:
Social psychology

Key Vocabulary Terms

Social psychology, culture, social role, social norm, group polarization, groupthink, personal
space, fundamental attribution error, conflict scenarios, multiple approach avoidance
conflict, cognitive dissonance, observer bias, conformity, social comparison, social
exchange theory
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