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Mission Statement

The mission of the Township of Union Public Schools is to build on the foundations of
honesty, excellence, integrity, strong family, and community partnerships. We promote a
supportive learning environment where every student is challenged, inspired, empowered,
and respected as diverse learners. Through cultivation of students' intellectual curiosity,
skills and knowledge, our students can achieve academically and socially, and contribute
as responsible and productive citizens of our global community.

Philosophy Statement

The Township of Union Public School District, as a societal agency, reflects democratic
ideals and concepts through its educational practices. It is the belief of the Board of
Education that a primary function of the Township of Union Public School System is to
formulate a learning climate conducive to the needs of all students in general, providing

therein for individual differences. The school operates as a partner with the home and
community.
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Course Description

This course of study investigates human history from its earliest stages in prehistory to the Age of
exploration. The geography, history, culture, and lasting achievements of areas of the world are studied.
We begin with early river civilizations, followed by the classical cultures of Greece, Rome, China, India,
and Africa. The year ends with the study of the societies of Europe, Africa, and the Middle East.

As human nature is not static, these cultures will be continually analyzed alongside each other to
determine similarities, differences, causes, and effects. The honors course also places a large emphasis
on economics and technological advancements as the driving force in what propels humanity forward.

Recommended Resources

Discovering Our Past A History of The World (Glencoe)
Database -~ EBSCOHost

Database — htip://online.infobaseleaming.com

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units

TIME 100 Photos

Digital History

Reading Like A Historian | Stanford History Education Group

DocsTeach

Teaching Hard History | Teaching Tolerance

Commonlit | Free Fiction & Nonfiction Literacy Resources, Curriculum, & Assessment Materials
for Middle & High School English Language Arts
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The New Jersey social studies standards and indicators reflect national and state standards and other documents
published by the National Center for History Education, National Council for Social Studies, National Council for
Geographic Education, Center for Civic Education, National Council on Economic Education, Mid-Continent Research on
Education and Learning, National Assessment of Educational Progress, and the Partnership for 21st Century Skills

The Role of Essential Questions

Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of
the big ideas that enable students to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions
created for this project, which follow, were used to frame content goals and to inform the development of the cumulative
progress indicators.

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights

e How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the
common good?

e How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom,
individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

B. Geography, People, and the Environment

e How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or
determine the development of cultures, societies, and nations?
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Unit 1:
Unit 2:
Unit 3:
Unit 4:
Unit 5:
Unit 6:
Unit 7:
Unit 8:

Unit 9:

Curriculum Units

The Beginnings of Human Society: Paleolithic and Neolithic Ages
Early Civilizations: Ancient Mesopotamia/Fertile Crescent
Early Civilizations: Ancient Egypt
Early Civilizations: Ancient India and China
Classical Civilizations: Ancient Greece
Classical Civilizations: Ancient Rome

African Kingdoms

Middle Ages and Feudalism

Renaissance, Reformation, Exploration
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Unit 1: Prehistoric People

In Unit 1, students are introduced to the concepts of prehistory and agriculture in order to track the

origins of human progress. The Agricultural Revolution and the causal relationship on the beginning of
early settlements will be examined. Students analyze the foundations of human behavior, the essential
role of polytheistic and monotheistic religion, and human-environmental interaction.

Essential Questions Instructional Objectives/ Skills and Activities Assessments
Benchmarks_(CPls)

Unit quizzes

What is prehistory? 6.2.8.D.1.b Foldable on themes,
types and tools of Chapter tests

What is history? geography

Research projects
What is the difference between the 6.2.8.D.1.a Perfect 10 activity
Paleolithic Age and the Neolithic Age? Expository writing

Cause and effect chart

What were the achievements of the DBQ’S
Paleolithic Age? 6.2.8.C.1.b Reading maps

Analysis of primary
What were the achievements of the Graphic Organizers sources
Neolithic Age?

6.2.8.C.1b QOutlines
What are the advancements in
technology through the Paleolithic and Case study that
Neolithic Ages? synthesize geography
6.2.8.D.1.a and archeology

How does the agricultural revolution
(including the impact of food surplus
from farming) relate to population

Line graphs: Track
population growth with
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Unit 1: Prehistoric People Key Vocabulary Terms

Primary source
Secondary source
History

Bias

Civilization
Artifacts
Technology
Anthropology
Geography

Culture

Map skills

Physical Geography
Political Geography
Government

Projection Maps
Prehistory
Paleolithic
Nomad
Specialization
Excavate

Technology
Neolithic
Monarchy
Archaeology

Domesticate
Agriculture
Artifacts
Hunter-Gatherer

Anthropology
Civilization
Bias

History
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How far was Abraham’s
route from Sumer to
Canaan, then to Egypt?

What were the
Achievements of the
Mesopotamians?

How did the religion of the
Hebrews differ from most
Mesopotamians?

How does slavery affect the
economic and social
structure?

How do the Ancient River
Valley civilizations compare
fo their modern
counterparts?

How do technological
advancements lead {o
greater economic
specialization, improved
weaponry, trade, and the
development of a class
system in the ancient river
valley civilizations?

6.2.8.B.2.a

6.2.8.0.2.a

6.28.A2¢c

6.2.8.B.2.b

6.2.8.C2.a

Compare and Contrast
Mesopotamian and Hebrew law
codes

Cause and effect chart

Comparative analysis of ancient
and modern maps

Primary Source: Analyze The
Standard of Ur and various
Mesopotamian artifacts

Bartering Activity

Simulation: communication
through time without writing
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Unit 3: Ancient Egypt

Following the civilizations of the Fertile Crescent, students then journey to Ancient Egypt and analyze
the development of the civilization growing concurrently with those of Mesopotamia and the Israelites.
Students analyze the role of religion and architecture throughout the timespan of this civilization.

Essential Questions Instructional Objectives/ Activities Assessments
Skills and Benchmarks
(CPIs)
How did the geography of 6.2.8.B.2.a Map comparison Unit quizzes
the Nile River Valley help the
Ancient Egyptians to develop Case studies: Analysis of Chapter tests
into a civilization? King Tuf’s death
Research projects

How did the development of | 6.2.8.C.2.a T-chart
irrigation impact the Expository writing
economy of Ancient Egypt?

Fact book
What were the important 6.2.8.D.2d
contributions of the Ancient Primary sources:
Egyptians? Hieroglyphics, Palad of

Creation myth
What were the religious 6.2.8.D.2.a
beliefs of the Ancient Cross curricular with science:
Egyptians, and how did it mummifying fruits
shape their customs?

Class system simulation
How was the Social Pyramid | 6.2.8.C.2.a

organized in Ancient

Primary sources:
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Unit 3: Ancient Eqypt Key Vocabulary Terms

River valley theocracy shadoof

sit bureaucrat delta
Polytheism pharach papyrus
irrigation embalming hieroglyphics
cataract pyramid dynasty
Nubian Kush

textiles

Unit 4: Ancient India and China

Following the civilization of Ancient Egypt and Nubia, students analyze the development of the
civilizations in the far east. Students analyze the role of religion and architecture of these civilizations,
including the roles of philosophers and important religious figures, and their impact on society today.

Essential Questions Instructional Objectives/ Activities Assessments
Skills and Benchmarks
(CPIs)
How did the geography of 6.2.8.B.2.a Foldable on themes, types Unit quizzes
South Asia contribute to the and tools of geography
development of a society in Chapter tests
Ancient India? Perfect 10 activity
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Why did the first Indus
civilization collapse?

Why was the caste system
important in Indian Society?

Explain how dynasties rule
in Ancient China.

Explain how the religious
beliefs reflect the values and
beliefs of the people of
Ancient China.

Describe the roles of
citizens and family in
Ancient China’s society.

6.2.8.D.2.c

6.2.8.C.2.a

6.2.8.D0.3.b

6.2.8.D.2.a

6.2.8.A3.b

Compare and contrast
Hindu/Buddhism

Create code of laws based
on religious beliefs of
Hinduism
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Ancient Greece.

Analyze the effects that
Athenian Democracy had on
the government of the
United States.

Compare and Contrast the
Ancient Greek city States’
structure and responsibility
of their people, including
Athens and Sparta.

Explain how the Geography
of Ancient Greece led fo the
control of major
Mediterranean Sea routes.

How did the technological
advancements of the
Ancient Greeks affect them
and future civilizations?
Describe the Golden Age of
Ancient Greece. Trace the
events that lead to this
period.

How did the mythological
beliefs of the Ancient
Greeks affect their daily
lives?

6.2.8.A3.c

6.2.8A3d

6.2..8.C.3.a

6.2.8.C.3.c

6.2.8.D.3.d

6.2.8.D.3.f

Cause and effect chart

lllustrate vocabulary

Venn diagram; compare
and contrast social
hierarchies in classical
Greece and India

Case studies: on Spartan
ideals of a Utopia

Graphs

Identify central issue
diagram

T-chart

Information booklet
Primary sources: The

fliad and The Odyssey to
determine Greek culture

Research projects

Expository
Writing

Epics
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Unit 5: Ancient Greece Key Vocabulary

Polis Oligarchy Persia

City-State Democracy Persian War

Colony Helots Xerxes

Agora Slavery Pericles

Phalanx Sparta Direct Democracy
Community Athens Representative Democracy
Citizenship Ephors Philosophers

Politics Assembly Delian League

Tyranny Cleisthenes United Nations

Antigone Olympics Peloponnesian War

Unit 6: Ancient Rome

Following the completion of early Classical civilizations in Rome. [n Unit 6, students are introduced to
complex issues in government, including economic policies, the use of slave labor, class struggles, the
importance of civic duty, and the establishment of foreign policy/military involvement. The legacies of
ancient Rome are evaluated and compared to society today

Essential Questions Instructional Objectives/ Skills | Activities Assessments
and Benchmarks (CPIs)
How did geography 6.2.8.B.3.a Mock Newspaper Unit quizzes

influence the development
of Roman civilization?
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Cause and effect chart:
Fall of the Roman Empire

Unit 6: Ancient Rome Key Vocabulary

Romulus and Remus
Mythology
Republic

Empire

Punic Wars
Hannibal

Carthage
Phoenicians
latifundia

Legion

patrician

plebeian

consul

veto

praetor

tribune

dictator

civic duty
Byzantine Empire

Christianity
triumvirate

Pax Romana
Gladiator

Reform

Saint Patrick
Octavian Augustus
Julius Caesar
Emperor Constantine
Germanic Tribes
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How did the geographic
features of Africa affect the
development of early African
Kingdoms?

How and why did Islam
spread in Africa and what
impact does Islam continue
to have on African society?

What caused trade to
flourish in West Africa during
the 500°s-1600’s and how
did this impact the other
parts of the world?

6.2.8.B4.a

6.2.8.D.4.1

6.2.8.B.4d

6.2.8.B.4.b

6.2.8.B4.c

Reading maps:
Analyze the 3
geographical
zones of Africa

Graphs

Cause and
effect chart:
Analyze 3
geographical
zones of Africa
and their ability
to trade

Identify central
issue diagram:
Causes of the
spread of
Islam

Venn diagram:
Ghana and
Mali

Case studies:
“You are the
archeologist”
What can you
tell about this
civilization

Unit quizzes

Chapter tests

Research projects

Expository writing
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Unit 7: African Kingdoms Key Vocabulary

Arab

Arabian peninsula
Persian Gulf
Qasis

Caravan

Makkah
Muhammad
Muslim

Quran

Sunni

Shia

Five Pillars of Islam
Prophets

Ghana

Mali

Songhai

Extended families
Timbuktu

Matrilineal

Oral histories

Salt mines

African slave trade
Mansa Musa
Sundieta Keita
Zimbabwe
Swahilli city-states
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How did the plague impact
Europe economically,
socially, and politically?

What relationships exist
between agricultural
production, population
growth, urbanization, and
commercialization?

How do new business
practices and banking
systems impact global trade
and the development of a
merchant class?

What cultural contributions
and technological
innovations of the medieval
time period endure as
legacies today?

6.28.D4e

6.28.C4.a

6.28.C4.c

6.2.8.D.4

Primary sources: Analyze
Ring around the rosey nursery
rhyme and write a nursery
rhyme for a current event in
our time

Primary sources: Froissart’s
Chronicles, Medieval paintings
Guilds and fairs simulation
activity

Informaticn booklet: steps to
joining a guild/Your medieval
guide to how business is done
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Exploration alter political
thought in Europe and what
are the lasting impacts?

What are the factors that led
{o The Renaissance?

Relate the division of
European regions during
this time period into those
that remained Catholic and
those that became
Protestant to the practice of
religion in the New World.

How did ltaly’s geographic
location help it become the
center of The Renaissance?

How did Asian, Islamic, and
Greco-Roman culture fay
the foundation for The
Renaissance?

What factors led to the
Reformation and what was
the impact on European
politics?

What impact did the printing
press and other

6.2.12.D.2.a

6.212.B2b

6.2.12.B.2.a

6.2.12.D.2.c

6.2.12.D.2b

68.2.12.D.2.e

Perfect 10 activity
Cause and effect chart

Primary source: Da Vinci's
notebook and Da Vinci's
inventions

Map: track changes of
Catholicism and
Protestantism

Graphs

identify central issue
diagram

Venn diagram: Catholic vs.
Protestant

Case studies: “You are the
ruter’ You have this much
money. What do you buy
first based on goods
available?

Primary source: Martin
Luther's theses.
Paraphrasing skills.
Summarize his speech.

Inference skills: Hypothesize

Chapter tests
Research projects
Expository writing: Da Vinci's

influence on science, art, and
medicine

Discourse; Christopher
Columbus versus Marco Polo
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards
Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed
decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21% century.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 215 Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to
address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
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Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing

Presentational Skills

Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a
reasoned argument or position in a written and/or oral format.

Present information in a logical manner using evidence and reasoning
while demonstrating presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate
volume, clear pronunciation)




